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from every point of view that delegates attend in full force and
help   the inauguration  of momentous changes*
Toung India, 18-124924
367.    THE KOHAT TRAGEDT
The Government of India has rung down the curtain upon the
Kohat tragedy. In the Viceregal reply to Pandit Malaviyaji the
Government had prepared the public for some such resolution as
is now before the public. The resolution is a demonstration of the
Government's unchallengeable supremacy and disregard of
public opinion, as it is also a demonstration of national impo-
tence. To me the Kohat tragedy is not so much a result of
Hindu-Muslim tension as of the utter worthlessness and incompe-
tence of the local administration. Had they performed their ele-
mentary duty of protecting life and property, the wanton des-
truction begun and continued in broad daylight could have been
easily prevented. But like Nero the authority watched and
danced while Rome was burning. The authority cannot plead
helplessness. It had ample resources at its disposal. It was at no
time overwhelmed except by its own criminal indifference and
callousness.
And now the Government of India has become partner in
the crime by white-washing the local officials and even converting
their neglect or worse into "coolness and courage".
One would have expected a full, open and independent in-
quiry. But nothing beyond a departmental inquiry at which
the public was unrepresented took place. Its finding can com-
mand no public confidence. The refugees from Rai Bahadur
Sardar Makhan Singh downward whom my Mussalman colleagues
and I saw, whilst admitting that a pamphlet containing the
highly insulting verses was published by Lala Jiwandas, said that
ample amends were made for the publication by the Hindus and
that the Hindu firing was in self-defence and after the destruc-
tion had been started by the Mussalmans, On behalf of the
Kohat Mussalmans it was contended that sufficient amends
were not made with regard to the pamphlet and that the Mussal-
man destruction and firing took place after the Hindus had open-
ed fire and taken Mussalman life. Unfortunately the Mussal-
mans of Kohat not having come to Rawalpindi, we were un-
able to find out the real truth. It is therefore difficult to say that
the Government of India's distribution of blame is erroneous.